
DELILAH “DEL” STONE—mid-20s, an aspiring actress, sarcastic
and witty but possesses a good heart. She’s always used
humor as a defense mechanism. While she’s often alone, she
never feels lonely because she’s comfortable with herself,
even when her Multiple Sclerosis flares up. She’s often
tired, even exhausted, but she knows rest is important for
energy spent later and doesn’t complain about it. She’s
sometimes cocky but she does know when to shut up and focus.
LEADING ROLE

INT. BAR- NIGHT

Delilah, Lily, Liam, and Meadow sit together at the same
table from before. Delilah is showing Lily her cane.

DELILAH
"I limp with style."

LILY
Nice.

DELILAH
I don't even need it right now. I'm
back in remission!

LILY
That's great!

DELILAH
Yeah. The only problem is, I still
have no idea what triggers relapses
or flareups, so I better enjoy it
while it lasts.

LILY
Oh come on, don't be so negative.

(about Liam and Meadow)
So, how did you guys meet?

DELILAH
We met at an MS support group, hung
out a few times after, and now we're
roommates. These two guys here are
among the best people I know. To
think I never even thought about
going to a support group before.

LILY
(catches onto something)

Is that my fault?

DELILAH
(quickly shields herself)

No, why would it? I mean, we tried



doctor's orders: live life like you
don't have it. Well, now, I'm
looking into getting some more help.
And also...I'm applying for
disability.

LILY
Wait, why? You're fine, aren't you?

DELILAH
Yeah, now I am. But what about
later? And unless I can get more
acting gigs, it's going to be tough
finding a new job.

LILY
You can get a new job. They won't
mind if you have MS.

DELILAH
Well, some won't.

LILY
Exactly. Do it for them.

DELILAH
Look, Lil...I've had it with doing
what I only felt obligated to do.
Now, I want to do what I want to do
and arguably what I need to do. What
I need to do is make sure I'm not
killing myself doing what I think is
a waste of time. So, I'm doing
whatever I feel like doing.

LILY
Sometimes, doing what you feel like
doing doesn't help you get by in
this world.

DELILAH
There you go again--your parents'
words are coming out of your mouth.

LILY
Leave my parents out of this. You
haven't even seen them since
Christmas.

DELILAH
If you can't support me doing what I
feel in my heart is what I need to
do, then I don't know what I'm going
to do with you. Why don't you just



say what I know is on your mind? MS
is BS and nothing I need to be so
negative about--say it.

LILY
Fine, that's exactly what's on my
mind. You don't do enough to make
yourself better; you just get sick
and then better and then sick and
then better. It's been like that for
two years, and it's gotten to the
point where I'm wondering, what in
the world could Delilah be doing
wrong that she could be doing right?
So many people who have MS never
miss work, are progressing so
positively, and are cured.
So...yeah, I'd say your negative
attitude isn't being a real factor
on the road to recovery.

DELILAH
(snaps)

I am not being negative!
(beat.)

Yes, I know I seem hopeless
sometimes, and it doesn't help that
I'm so tired so often, I can't even
remember how many times. I do hope
they find a cure for MS, but it's
not likely to just vanish due to
diet and exercise. I'm not a
negative person. No, I don't jump up
and down when a new medication for
MS is discovered. Yes, I get a
little overwhelmed when I find out
new developments with MS news. And
maybe meds don't work for me the way
it works for others. And I don't
want to be let down. That's not
negativity. That's just
self-preservation. And there's more
of a difference than you might
think.

Beat. The facial expressions of Lily, Liam, and Meadow read
like they've all just heard something that rocked their
worlds.

DELILAH
I'm sick. And I'm going to be sick
for the rest of my life. I can vent
as long as I don't complain. And I
can feel the need to pretend it



doesn't affect me when it does more
than I know. Whatever happens in the
future, I'll always need a support
system to help me through it. And
I'm sorry to say this, Lily, but you
can't be that unless you understand
what I'm going through...or at least
want to.

LILY
(stammers)

Del, I...I'm sorry. I've never had
to...

DELILAH
Why don't you think about all of
this for one week, and then, I'll
call you. Does that sound fair?

LILY
One week?

DELILAH
It's better than throwing everything
at you right away. You were there
for me, and I'll never forget it.
That's why I want to keep our
friendship going, despite some
obvious roadblocks.

Lily sighs, understanding what she means.


